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The Inaugural FEAT BC newsletter

Welcome to the inaugural
FEAT of B.C. Newdletter!

In the short time that FEAT
of B.C. has been working for
our kids, we' ve accomplished
much. To help our member-
ship stay connected, we have
established this newsletter.
Through the motivation and
hard work of Judy Anderson
and Arleene Ewing, the FEAT

Who We Are

Families for Early Autism
Treatment of  British
Columbia (F.E.A.T. of B.C))
is dedicated to bring the most
effective type of autism
treatment available, to the
children of British Columbia
(Lovaas-type Applied
Behavior Anaysis- A.B.A.).
A central part of our mission
is to make Lovaas-type
A.B.A. autism treatment
universally accessible to all
B.C. children afflicted with
autism spectrum disorders
regardless of ability to pay.

FEA.T.of B.C.:

e isaclearing house for
information on Lovaas-style
autism treatment

e is an entry point to
behavioural treatment for
newly diagnosed children to
connect with treatment

BC newsletter was conceived
and launched. We all want to
convey our appreciation to
them for helping bind our or-
ganization closer together. We
are certain it will become a
valuable source of newsand in-
formation about behavioural
autism treatment in B.C.

professionals and help set up
programs

e is asociety that offers
education via workshops and
seminars with recognized
leadersin thefield of Lovaas-
type A.B.A.

¢ educates psychiatrists,
pediatricians and educational
professionals regarding the
effectiveness and importance
of early autism diagnosis and
intensive treatment via L ovaas-
type A.B.A.

¢ has obtained the formal
endorsement of 63 B.C.
psychiatrists  certifying
Lovaas-type A.B.A. as
medically necessary treatment
that must be made universally
available and funded by the
Medical Services Plan of
British Columbia or the
Ministry of Health or both.
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Autism Education Society

PES

autism-rduovefatian-.-snpciaiy

FEAT BC established a separate,
nonprofit, charitable organization in 1997
called A.E.S., the Autism Education
Society. Thegod of A.E.S. isto esatblish
an academic "Chair" at the University of
British Columbiato teach Lovaas-style
behavioural treatment and thereby
develop a source of “home grown” BC
professionals (Therapists and Behavioral
Consultants). The target is one million
dollarsto fund the new program. In the
summer of 1997, A.E.S. cosponsored the
1st Annual Monarch Invitational
Celebrity Golf Tournament in support of
A.E.S. Proceeds from the tournament
have enabled A.E.S. to set up the first
course at U.B.C. taught by an expert in
Lovaas-type A.B.A., Dr. Tristan Smith -
Summer 1998, U.B.C.

Please call Sarina Kier (604)264-8487
with your funding raising ideasfor A.E.S.

Also In This Issue

Informing Politicians

FEAT BC has prepared an information
brief for Politicians. FEAT BC
members have been requested to meet
with their M.P. or M.L.A. to present
the brief and (if they are parents of an
autistic child) outline their individual
situation. A packagewill be available
at the FEAT BC Discussion Group
meetings (or call FEAT BC at 604-
534-6956 or 604-925-4401.

F.E.A.T. of BC. and the Media

In November 1997, BCTV newsaired
asignificant story about afamily - the
Engers - forced to leave B.C. for
Health Care because they cannot
afford the cost of A.B.A. treatment.
The B.C. government does not cover
the cost of medically necesary autism
treatment, and with no private sources
of funding, the engers and their son
were forced to leave their home for
Alberta. The story of the Engers was
also covered in the Vancouver Sun by
the medical journalist.

If members of FEAT have the
opportunity to give interviews to the
media, please ask for the FEAT BC
autism media briefs and video
materials. Havethe journalist contact
F.EA.T. of B.C. for moreinformation.

* FEAT BC and the Media

» The FEAT BC Petition

* FEAT BC Parent Group Mestings
» What's Happening

JANUARY 1998 Volume 1 Number 1

« ABA onthe Net

* Food for Thought

* The Checklist for Autism in Toddlers
¢ The FEAT BC Classifieds and more...

The FEAT BC Newsletter is published by Families for Early
Autism Treatment of BC

20641 - 46 Ave., Langley BC V3A 3H8 Ph. 604-534-6956 Fx.
604-534-9527

email: FEATbc@biogate.com

web-site: http://fox.nstn.ca/~zacktam/FEAThc/

Comments or suggestions? Please contact:
Judy Anderson (604)986-1975 or Arleene Ewing (604)984-7232

Managing Editors: Judy Anderson & Arleene Ewing
Contributors: Judy Anderson & Sabrina Freeman
Design & Layout: Isaac Tamir

F.E.A.T. of B.C. isanon-profit organization of parents and
concerned professionals. FEAT BC is a 100% volunteer
organization -- there are no paid staff members.. We do not
recieve any government financial support for work we do on
behalf of children with autism and their families.
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The FEAT BC Petition

FEAT BC has launched a petition
drive directed towards the Premier of
B.C., Glen Clark. The petition reads
asfollows:

“We the undersigned, agree that the right
to medicare, as one of the defining features
of Canadian Nationhood, must include
medically necessary autism treatment for
all children who require it. It is
fundamental that a child’s access to
medically necessary autism treatment be
solely based on need and not individual
ability to pay. We agree with sixty-three
(63) B.C. Psychiatrists who believe
medically necessary autism treatment
must by fully funded by the Medical
Services Plan, the B.C. Ministry of Health
or both. We support the immediate
establishment of an independent task force
to find a way to provide medically
necessary health care for all children with
autism.”

Members of FEAT who would like
copies of this petition to gain support
for the cause of universally accessible,
publicly funded Lovaas Autism
Treatment, please contact F.E.A.T. of
B.C. Many thanksto Diana Thomas
for all her hard work and vision
establishing this petition drive.

Another Happy FEAT Kid!

FEAT BC Parent Group Meetings
The FEAT BC Parent group meets on the third

Wednesday of each month.
Time:  7:00 pm
Places St Francisin the Wood,

4773 South Piccadilly,

West Vancouver
Phone Jean Lewis at (604)925-4401 for more
information. A map is available for you to
download at:

http://digital-web/FEATbc/Map

or ask usfor acopy by fax or mail.
At the last meeting on November 1997, these
wer e topics discussed:

FEAT BC History, Objectives & Initiatives
« the Checklist for Autismin Toddlers

« upcoming F.E.A.T. workshops

« brief to Members of Parliament

 Autism Education Society

Future Topicsfor Discussion
sharing information on consultants
how to educate the educators
school integration

sharing of programming idess,
materials, and teaching aids

« sihlings

 parent referral, and

 formalized data collection

A copy of the Minutes will be available at the
January 21st meeting or from Judy Anderson
at (604)986-1975.

Next FEAT BC Discussion Group Meeting:

January 21, 1998

Topic: How to find, critique and maintain
experienced therapists.

Upcoming FEAT BC Discussion Group
Meeting: February 18, 1998

Topic: How to secure public funding for your
autism treatment program.

When a professional asks you
how you have done the
impossible, tell them, “it’s
simple, I'm the Parent.”
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What's Happening

These are upcoming events that have
A.B.A. content.

e FEAT BC Early Intervention

Workshop

This two-day workshop is a must!

Shelley Davis, M.A. J.D., awell known

Lovaas-style behavioral consultant will

provide an in-depth introduction to the

fundamentals of behavioural treatment

of young children with autism. The

workshop will include theoretical

background as well as many aspects of

the practical implementation for the

behavioural treatment method.

where: U.B.C.

when: March 28 & 29, 1998

cost:  $25.00 for the weekend plus
$5.00 per day for parking

For more information contact:

FEAT BC (604)534-6956.

 Sciencein Autism Treatment

This conference includes alarge number
of the "players" in the A.B.A. world.
Speakers include John McEachin,
Ph.D., Tristam Smith, Ph.D., Gina
Green, Ph.D., James Mulick, Ph.D. (a
fellow parent), Patricia Krantz, Ph.D.,
Ray Romanczuk, Ph.D. and Catherine
Maurice, Ph.D. (also a parent).

where: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
when: March 20 & 21, 1998

For more information, please go to their
web site:

http://www.pitt.edu/~mrkool

* FEAT BC Autism Behavioral
Therapists Training Workshop

Bring you therapy team up to speed with
a high powered one-day workshop
delivered by two capable and
experienced senior therapists. This
workshop, given by Sharon Baxter &
Rachel Russell focuses on the practical

aspects of delivering effective behavioural

autism treatment.

where: U.B.C.

when: April, 1998 (date to be decided)
9am.to5p.m.

cost:  $15.00 for the workshop plus
$5.00 for parking

For more information contact: Sharon

Baxter (604)531-2467

* F.E.A.T. of Washington

Our FEAT neighbours are sponsoring atwo-
day conference featuring a number of
prominent people in thefield. Speakers:
Catherine Maurice, Ph.D., Gina Green,
Ph.D., Tristan Smith,

Ph.D., Eric London,

MD., Geraldine

Dawson, Ph.D., et. d.

where: Meydenbauer

Centre, Bellevue, Washington

when: May 2-3, 1998

For moreinformation: (206)499-FEAT or
http://members/aol.com/featwa or email
FEATWA @a0l.com

* ACT NOW Conference

Although the ACT NOW conferenceis not
sponsored by folkswith an ABA focus, there
are notable ABA speakers such as Richard
Foxx, Ph.D. and Laura Schreibman, Ph.D.
In addition, arenowned scientist, | sabelle
Rapin, Ph.D. - Albert Einstein College of
Medicinein New York - will be speaking
in Kamloops. She will be fascinating for
anyone interested in the neurobiology of
autism and the search for acure.

Where: Kamloops, B.C.

When: April 23, 24, and 25, 1998

Cost: $

Dr. Jill Calder, XXXXX, is amember of
FEAT BC and we thank her for including
the ABA perspective in the Kamloops
conference.

For more information call: Ph. (250)851-
4033 fax (250)376-2231
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ABA on the Net

+ FEA.T.of B.C.
http://fox.nstn.ca/~zacktam/FEATbc

* The F.E.A.T. of B.C. Discussion
Grou/p o
http://chat.digital-web.net/

To request a user account, send an
email to FEAT of BC at:
FEATbc@biogate.com

» The Recovery Zone .
http://pages.prodi P/.com/dporcan/
recovery_zone.htm

e The*ME List
rallen@INDYVAX.IUPUI.EDU

A mailing list of over 1300, discussing
topicsrelated to A.B.A. program. Send
a note to Ruth telling her why you
would like to sign up and request it in
digest form - thisisaVERY activelist.

e FEAT of Washington

* FEAT of Sacramento

« FEAT of Oregon

* FEAT of Nebraska

Contribution Authors

The FEAT BC newsletter needs con-
tributing writers. Any FEAT BC par-
ents who want to contribute, we wel-
comeyour input. FEAT BC members
who:

* have ajournalism background

« have a science background

< want to be part of thisin any capac-
ity. Pleasejoin this part of our impor-
tant movement.

Food for Thought

“A.B.A. Angels”

| remember three years ago
when we began setting up
the A.B.A. program for our
son, | told my husband that
Ryan's autism would expose
us to some really special
people, people unlike
ourselves (we are both
business people) who have
chosen to work with special
needs children and to help
these kids become the best
they can be. Well, today |
know how true those words
are. During the last three
years, we have gone through
the exhausting and heart
wrenching process of hiring
fifteen A.B.A. therapists, two
Teaching Aids. | am not a
religious person, but | believe
that we have been blessed
with Angels who chose to
work with our son. They have
hearts of gold (in order to love
our son as we do), infinite
patience (in order to teach his
autistic brain to learn) and
wills of steel (in order to keep
our little monkey on task).
And the wonderful thing is
Ryan performs for his Angels
and as a result he will reach
his maximum potential.

Judy Anderson
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The “Checklist for Autism in Toddlers” (The CHAT)

F.EA.T. of .B.C recently completed the CHA j i
. : I mple T project, an effort toim i
?rl] gggﬁsil % ?g%%%gté aoje?alcprsz;}:)t?t irgﬁre); car% %%si cians and pediatrici ar?sro \I/:?Eia'rrlyBaCugnT
_ : ersan jatricians in the provi isi
making atremendous difference. Children ing di e reforred e
. . : areb [
for more information on intensive L ovaas-style aﬁtins%nd{fg;?nsgndt el and referred o s

The CHAT, Checklist for Autismin Toddlers, isahi i
, Checklist ¢ _ ers, isahighly effective di i igi-
?;'Qé (tjr?éeclz ?-Fl)g\dTl ?nEt;cgl Eﬂl g rbgrg(!t" Simon Baron-Cohen. Myost physici arlwzghlg\)/%lr?c}v?/oilr’lg;g(l}
. _ _ ractice since it is the most accurate, €legan
autism diagnosis that can be implemented in a short, 10 minute, offii%b;sergegvn; S;iegrr]ly

v/ V|

Child’s Name. SECTION B:

CHAT

Tive Checklish for Autism in Toddlers
A Screening Tool

CHAT

The ChecKlist for Autism ip Toddlers
A Screening Tool

GP or FHIV Obsensation

. Duging the sppoinrment, has the chitd madc eye cantact with you?

Date of Birth Age

Child’s Address _ +i. Gexchild's atention, then print actoss he toon ot an interesting
sbioct and say, “OM, loek! There's a (aame of 0317 Wotch the

Phone ctiid’s face. Does the child look aeross 1 see whiat you ar2
pointing at?"

Tobe uset by G’ or Health Vistors during the 18 manth developmental
check-up.

% Gerthechitd's anemion, then give child a miianure oy S and
\capot and say, “Can you make a cup of tea?” Does the <hiid
SECTIONA:  AskParest pretend to por out tea, driok it ete”
1. Does yeur child enjoy being swung, bounced on your knee, Gt=. _ +iv. Sayto the ohild, “Where's (he Ight?, or “Show e the light”
- ‘Docs the child point with hisher index Toger at the light”

2. Dnes your child talke an interest in other children?
- . Can the chifd build a tower of blocks? (Ifs0, how many?)

3. Doss your child ke climbing o things, such ¢ op stairs? T rlumber of Blotks...)

4. Drocs your shild enjoy playing peci-a-boorhide-and-seek?

__*5. Does your child ever pretend, for cxample, to make a cup of tea
using 2ty cup and seapat, o pretend adher tings (pouring juice)?
6. Doss your ciohd ever use his/her index finger tb poin. €0 ask for
something?
+7. Does youss child ever use hisher index finger so point, to indicate
intecst in something?
5. Can your child play propedy with small oy (¢ 8- sars of Blocks)
without ust mouthing, fiddling, or dropping then?
9. Does your child ever bring abjects over to'you (parent), to show
you sormething?

+ Indicates critical questions that are most indicative of mutistic

characleristics.

[
! (To revord yes on this fiem, ensiwe “he ehild bas not simphy fuoke} at your
tuand. bt has actally looked at the object you are poimting at)
* (¥ you can elicit an example of protendiog in some orher game, SCORS 3 ¥E3
on s item.}
> (Repeas this with, “Where's the Teddy?” or some other unreachable abject;,
+fchild does not understand the word “light.” Toecord a yes on this irem,
oo child st bave looked wp at your Face aowod the Trhe of pointing)

The British Jowrnal of Psychiatry (1996), 168, pp. 138-163
The British Journos of Psychiury 19923, 181, pp. 839-543.

The FEAT BC Classifieds

Consultants

Anyone involved with Autism Partner shi
please contact Arleene Ewing (604)984-7232 It[())
discuss how your program is going. Arleene
will prepare a brief of (anonymousif so desired)
comments with copies available to anyone
interested. If you attended the November 12/
97 Autism Partnership workshop with Sandy
Slater, Arleene would very much like your
comments regarding the workshop.

Therapist Required

We arelooking for amale therapist to work wi
avery bright 6 year old. If i?l?erested, plévagg
contact: SarinaKier (604)264-8487

Help Wanted

Early Intervention Workshop with Sh

y el

Davis March 28 & 29, 19%8 at U.B.ICe:)./

Volunteers needed for registration

(r:%fc:rec?hnr;e_nts, I;Io pursue donations or
ination. Please contact i

oA OTe 401, Jean Lewis

Discussion/Support Group

f you would like to be paired up with another
A.B.A. family in your area with similar age
child please contact Jean Lewis (604)925-4401.

P - - - -
mlle:?e(;rufs}eeg)nsfsectlon to a.dvertls_e'for thingsthat are needed or thingsthat are available for
, for example: specific A.B.A. therapy materials, therapists, baby-sitters, etc.
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NEW: FEAT BC Internet Discussion Group

When you are between FEAT BC Discussion Group Meetings, but still
want to talk...

...you can meet and chat with other FEAT membersat theFEAT BC Discussion
group on the internet - for free.

Simply use your web browser to visit http://chat.digital-web.net
and you're there. No matter where you live, you can always chat with other
FEAT BC members at the Discussion group web site. It's also agreat way to
keep up with what's going onin BC. All messages other FEAT BC members
post to the group can be sent automatically to your email box.

e I L e T e— HOWDOGSItWOI‘k')
o - . 5

= saaa .'When you go to the

L. j FEAT BC Discussion

1= ':i‘- | website, click onatopic

!|. Iy 0 i| area youwant to talk

—F. 1 | :| about, then type a

s z"f 1| message and click ona

o T (R et ) - :[ button to "post” your

== F B il . :| message. Assoonasyou

NS WERNERENT TEme TR PLE RN BN S post a message, it's

L i, :| available for everyone

ch it S D :| elsetoread and respond

¥, " i| tofrom their computer -
"I AT ks T BT E - it's ||ke be”-lg a a

1 R ITEF:"=l"F L= " 1 regular diSCUSSiOn
1 REFd FrFTF "-"E1 "EFfR:L" " ¥ E group,,, eXCGptnO one
] I TP e | = :| needs to leave home.
felaDe o non B ang i Other ~ FEAT BC

=] members can instantly
RANTT NPT gl W TV R T :| read your message and
:| respond toyour thoughts

e gt L L T I with a message of their
WG ety antet 1| own. Only FEAT BC
L T T RS S [ :| membersareallowed to
.-u.'.--'l-'-r-j. .-I.':Ir“-'l-ll'li'---'.-ll-l:_' :| post messageswithauser
T - T 1 I D so the discussionswill

! : s . i| bemeaningful. If they
. : e .LT.-". - ._::'.-- Iu o S :| prefer, membershavethe
option to post

T e L L Y anonymously.

If you want to try this new way to chat, go to the web site right now to try atest message. The
testing areais open to everyone (no User ID needed). Then, if you want to post messages to
the other topic areas, give usacall or send us aemail and we will set you up in 24 to 48 hours
-- it'seasy, fast and it will help FEAT BC members stay in touch and help share information,
ideas or maybe a poem. Please give usacall or send us a note.

FEAT of BC

Ph. 604-534-6956

Fx. 604-534-9527

email: FEATbc@biogate.com
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