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 READERS WRITE

Premier urged‘ to
endfthe suffermg

Dear. premrer Dosanjh

- T write to.ask'that'your'government act quickly to.fund
‘tHe Lovaas treatment program for all autistic children in
Bntrsh Columbia. .

~Iama single parent to a‘seven-year-old autistic child.
'My son has had the bénefit of the Lovaas.treatment pro-
graim which was, as you know recently ruled as “medi-
cally necessary” by Justice Marion Allen'in the Supreme
Court of British Columbia.

Funding for my ‘son’s prog am was denied‘by the pro-
vincial government. :

For years I have incurred huge personal debt to provrde
my son with this treatment because it is.the only scientifi-
cally proven effective therapy and; -accordingly,’ his only
chance to lead a norma_l h\fe,_,,—:,__or at:least: dtmmts, 3
debilitating condition of autism.-

" My elderly parents also sacrificed the dreams they worked
a lifetime- for by donatmg their retrrement nest egg to
help pay for the therapy:

has an 87 per cent success rate; The cost*beneﬁt analysrs
is not a hard one to win. .

i am intensely disappointed that you have allowed the
appeal of Justice Allen’s ruling. However, I am confident
the ruling will be upheld in the Supreme Court of Canada
and will thereby set an 1mportant precedeht for the entire
country. : :

-~And, less lmponantly, the drscnmmatron of the provin-
cial NDP government towards alarge sector of its handi-
capped children will go down in history as a. great injus-
tice. (Drscnmmatron is not too strong a term, ‘at least it
wasn’t in Supreme Court-Justice Allen’s mmd )

The suffering of autistic children and thetr farmhes due
to your government’s continued and deliberate refusal to
fund effective, early intervention therapy has been deemed
unnecessary by the Supreme Court of BC.

_Autistic children should be given a chance to. lead nor-
mal lives and become functronal members of society. Af- _
ter all, I'm sure it’s no picnic bemg autistie,

I'hope your conscience will lead you to't: e-a’ specral
interest in guiding your govemment accordmgly

Yours truly,
Mo_mka Lange,
Kiti mat




