[ Barbara Rodrigues says the
government’s decisionte
~cancel subsidy for treatment -
makes no sense, harms her son

" By MAURICE SMITH
* The Okanagan Saturday -

* The Periticton mother of an autistic child will

take her battle for government fundmg to the
public today.

Barbara Rodrlgues will man a booth in Cherry :

Lane. Shopping Centre all day today to collect sig-

natures in an-effort to restore funding to treat

her son that was cut.off last sunimer. .

" The Ministry of Children and- Families eut -
funding after a Surrey family launched a lawsuit
seeking full funding for the Lovaas program, the
same program that has led to tremendous im-

provement in the condltlon of Rodrlgues Tour-
year-old child Jeremy

Tt was.in response to the lawsuit that the

province issued a directive cuttlng off funding
.for Lovaas Rodrigues sald
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- The province had funded 20 t0 25 per cent of the .
cost of treatmient, or about $1,000 per month..

Since then, she has learned many other parents

of children with autism in the Lower Mamland"

contmue to.get fundmg

In fact, as many as-150 other famiilies do, sald a.

Vancouver-area woman who asked for anonyrm-

ty for fear of puttmg her own fundmg in jeep-
: ardy .
"+ 8he considers the mtenswe early mterventlon

program, developed by Ivar Lovaas at UCLA, the

- only effective way of dealing with autism. “It’s
- the only proven therapy with any kind of data to
“suppott it. People who start with 1t don t stop be
~ cause it works,” she said. :
In some cases, children’ even lose thE]l' d1agno-"

sis of autism, she said. But because-it is only

tauight in the U.S,, governments 1n Canada have

been slow 1o recognize it.

““It's a short-term attitude,” she said. “(The mln-'
*istry) is willing to. prov1de baby- sitting, but not
- willing to reallocate those funds a and actually do:

something for that child.”:

. “She is - absolutely bemg b.rutahzed 7 the' ‘
" woman said of Rodrigues. “If her child had can-:
‘cer and: was demed ireatment, thmk of the out--

cry It’s ai utter dlsgrace
Before Lovaas, Jeremy would rarely ‘make eve

contact ‘and had virtually no communication
~skills. The inability to: communicate his own
- wants and needs intensified his-anger. He rarely

slept through the night and had several tantrums
a day. When Rodrigues returned from an autism
conference, she said Ji eremy did not even react

- to. her return.

“For two years we were n government pro
grams and he didn’t make any progress. He was

- In a pre-school setting with an aid Worker and he
. never-increased his vocabulary orability vv1th
" language.”

The intensive Lovaas program mvolves at least
40" hours-a week of therapy. Activities are bro-

ken down to their smallest tasks and taught as a -
foundation for more advanced learning. -
Rodrigues saw immediate resulis. “Two weeks

into the program; he was sleeping through the
night and his tantrums were two or three times
a week.”

The program 1s expected to. run tvvo years, at"
which time it can usually be scaled back as.the -

child is mtegrated into a regular classroom.

Rodrlgues satd the mmlstry s actlons don’t:

) make senise. A cost- analysus for early 1nterven

foreed into the position. She pickets an hour a’

“But it got to-the point where I had done all 1

-an action plan for consistent directions. “for' chil:

' the Lovaas program because itis before the court :

tion indicates signifi¢ant saving to the health
care system for those Wh() get treatment at an y
early age.. =

“We are ta]kmg about money that is there » 'she
said of the ministry’s funding of other, approved
treatment options. “We want him to achieve goals
and one day become an mdependent taxpaymg |
adult.”

She said she d1d not w1sh to go pubhc but feels

day at government offices or in front of shoppmg
malls, -
“This is a'last Tesort. I’m not a publlc person

could.” :
In the meantnne she and husband Joe W]ll con—
tinue to pay the full cost as long as they can.- .
Though the ministry’s August dlrectlve states:

dren with autism would be complete irrlate fall;

‘inistry spokeswoman Karen.J ohnston said 1t |

won't be completed untﬂ some tnne m the new
year. K :
She said she could not comment on fundlng o




