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Parents fight for autistic son

Lear Editors . L
1 am writing in frustration against a
government system, that was created
to help children in the Okanagan, .
Our son'has sutiam, a neurological
digorder that affects the areas of com-

runication and social interaction, It

makes it hard for hitn to communicate

or understand. He doast™ learn the.
way other children do. But he ean learn -

if taught a spacial way. That way is.

Lovaastype applied behavior analysis.
Eoth Jeramy’s doctors have written
letters to the government prescribing

the need for this treatment for our

son's neurological digorder, Yet here,
in the Okanagan, the regional person-
nel act gs if they don't care and. cer-

tainly don't seem to realizé how itn-

portant this treatment is for our son,
Lovaas autism treatment is the only

scientifieally backed, medically en-

dorsed method of treating autism. Jt

~ has shown to henefit all autistic chil- -

dren, Our son s showing dramatic
galns in the 8 1/3. months that he hes

heen in the therapy, ,
This 15 in direct contrast to his re-

eression when he was Davolved in the

standard governmext programs. Yet,

the bureaucrats here in {he Okanagan
vefuise to even inguire about this treat-
meft program. ‘

It seems they would rather see our
son: condemned to Hve in a full-care fa-

cility and lead a life of dependency

rather than provide him an opportu-
nity fora life of Independence,

There are more then 100 families in
B.C. doing the Lovaas therapy and we
are aware that many are receiving
funding from their regional offices.
Many of these families have had thelr
funding renewed, as recently as this

‘moenth, -

The regional offices int the Lower
Mainland aupport and cooperate with

farailies doing Lovaas to the benefit of,

the children. Yet the bureaucrats here
don’t seem willing to educate them-
selves or caoperate i any way with us

" for the future well heing of our son,

Our son's funding is and was avail-
able but only available now if we use
it toward their “Intervettions” which
are nothing more than baby sifting ser-
vices, Thess interventions also have
nio data or sclentific support for them.

“Why 14 It easler for us to put ouir son
in full-time daycare, foster care or an
institution than it is to use & small por- |
ton of that money to provide him a
tregtment prograin that will help him
1o becoma & productive member of our
gociety? Why, instead of being re-
warded for trylng to help our son reach
his maximum potential, are we being
punished?

Ignorance about autism and the treat-
ment of autiem is the anawer fo that.
While we may be only 100 miles from
ihe Lower Mainland regions that pro-
vide help to the autistic children in
Lovaas programs, in tarms of attituds,
ernpathy, 8 willingess to learn and to
really help these children, we are some
30 yaars hehind, ‘

‘ ' Joe Rodrigues,




