Autistic child
lost in social
services shufﬂei.:i?
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Mike Skinner is desperately trying to get

his daughter, Ashley, the intensive therapy
she requires for autism. But the provmcnal i
government doesn’t provide funding. Here,
Skinner shares his family’s story: i n

€ A 1l parents who
receive word
that there is

something wrong
with their child expe-
rience fear and grief.
But a diagnosis of
autism'seems, com-
monly, to produce an
overwhelming degree

of devastation, confu--

sion, anxiety and
hopelessness.

“Ashley, our beauti-
ful three-and-a-half-
year-old girl, with
Goldilocks hair and
blue eyes, the seem-
- ingly perfect baby, was
diagnosed with
autism spectrum dis-
order at the age of
two. .

“We were lucky to
have received such an
early diagnosis'be-
cause it is a known
fact that children with
autism have the best
chance of learning
language if they re-.
ceive intense early in-
tervention before the
age of four.

““Maddeningly, Ash-
ley will soon be four
and we are still wait-

ing for the appropriate

services. What Ashley,
needs most, an inten-

sive early-interven- °

tlon program, is rarely
C.

workeriléft her job,
Ashley was forgotten

and:'was never re-.

ferred to the Infant
Development Pro-
gram. We were not
visited by the commu-
nity health nurse. We
were shuffled among
four speech thera-

pists, and there was

minimal progress in
Ashley’s language de-
velopment.
" “It took months to
see our pediatrician
and six months to re-
ceive the “official” di-
agnosis at Children’s
Hospital. Other ser-
vices we received
have been a Band-Aid
on a gaping wound
that feels as if it will
never heal.

- “Autism is regarded

as'the most-severe de--

velopmental disorder.
The main symptoms
jof autism are a lack of
'social skills [this does-
n’t mean good table
manners — it ¢an be
so severe that there is
no interest in others]
and delays in, or lack
of, speech.

“Autism is life-long,
but each person is dif-

ferent, with abilities :

varying from no
speech to the achieve-
ment of a PhD,

“The most impor-

-because we cannot af-

tant mterventlon nL
autism is early and in+
tensive specialized ed-y .
ucation that addresses,
both the communica-
tion and behaviour
parts of the dlsorderﬂ
Intensive long-term,
behavioural treatment;
has been proven to:
enhance intellectual,
academic, social and
emotional functlonmg
in chlldren with
autism. !
“Currently, we par-/
ents have to become. -
overnight experts, do-
ing our own research
and evaluating treat-

- ment modalities. (I

never knew these
terms existed!) We
have tofind and fund
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.our own consultants .

and therapists. i5v0 1
“Unfortunately,i #xq
many families cannot
afford to pay for these: !
programs, which cost
about $3,000 to imple-ti
ment and $500:to0:
$2,000 a month fo
maintain, 5 yabik
“We must flght on B
many different fronts;)
tending to our homes1i
and our other chil~g
dren, earning a livinga
and trying not tovt

‘break down in the

presence of others. All #
of this, mixed.in with {
sleepless nights, anxi-
ety and frustration, }
has shown us that ser-
vices for autistic chil-
dren in B.C. need radi-.
cal improvement. it
“Applied behaviour
analysis is creating a'!
promising future for.
many children with:l
autism and producing
full recovery for some.!!
And yet, two years af-s

o

“ter her diagnosis, our-.
- beautiful Ashley Stlllij

cannot speak a word#

ford to pay for this scizg
entifically provem@
treatment. 15

“It’s a sad day whegw
government decidesy
finances come beforay
society’s most valuw
able asset, our chil-
dren.” fg
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