HERALD

60 cents + 4 cents GST = 64 cents

hristian
 quilts.
clety's

leanor
idren's

m
d

en cut
s tu the
racked
onds.

way to
o have
nocent

e they
monds.
them if
nyone.
added
ch are
fir and
only a
inB.C.

me ur-
 be re-
said.

) to re-

Alberta
for treatment
rejected in B.C.

HEALTH CARE

@ MLA takes local
family's campaign
for funding for
autism treatment
to B.C. legislature

By MAURICE SMITH
’ Pent.cton Herald

Victoria may claim to be preserv-
ing health care while Alberta slash-
es its health budget, but for a
Penticton mom. it's plain there is an
Alberta advantage when it comes to
the latest in autism treatment.

Barbara Rodrigues is embroiled
in a battle with the province aver
funding for her five-year-old autistic
son, Jeremy. The Ministry of Health
cut funding for Jeremy when it
learned the money was paying for
the Lovaas therapy program, the
only program parents Barbara and
Joe Rodrigues say has benefited
their son.

They say the provincee is nurning a
blind eve to other parents in B.C.
wha continue to receive special
needs assistance after changing to
the Lovaas program.

“T think they are scared of setting
a precedent with me,” said Barbara
Rodrigues.

She became a familiar sight when
she carried a sign outside local gov-
ernment offices to protest the cut to

]— fundipg. After more than 100 days

of picketing, she was forced to quit
recently to spend more time aiding
in therapy after the family was
forced to lay ofl one of their thera-
pists.

Okanagan-Penticton MLA Rick
Thorpe took the matter to the legis-
lature last week. In an exchange
with Lois Boone, minister for chil-
dren and families, Thorpe chal-
lenged the minister on 4 recently re-
leased autism action plan before
asking specifically about the
Rodrigues case.

Thorpe noted that while the
province cut off the $1.000 to §1,200
a month in funding for the
Rodrigues’ when 1t learned the mon-
¢y was going to Lovaas, it is offer-
ing $1,600 a month for specialized
child care,

“Can the minister tell me that
spending $1,600 a month and having
a child in day care is a better option
for that child than $1,000 or $1,200 a
| month and the community helping

pays

out with Lavaas ... ? Can you tell me
how that's in the best interest of the
child?"

Boone responded Lovaas is just
one of many treatment options
available and that a decision would
not be based on one case but would
be a provincewide one.

Thorpe went on to compare B.C.
to Alberta. “This government rails
at the Alberta government, because
they don't look after people. But
who pays for Lovaas in Canada?
Alberta does. And this family was
thinking of moving to Alberta so
they could Inok after their child.
That is a crime to have ta happen
here in British Columbia.”

That is not entirely accurate, said
a spokesman for the Alberta
Ministry of Health and Wellness.
David Bray said there is no blanket
coverage, hut under a pilot project
some families do receive funding.

He said Lovaas is considered to be
“expensive and labour intensive,”
and is still being reviewed in
Alberta.

“There is a pilot project through
the Children’s Services department
to assess its viability, but they
haven't come to any conclusions
vet. There are some people who
have been able to get funding for it
after they have been turned down
and gone through an appeal
process.”

While the Rodrigueses say all they
want is a renewal of the previous
funding level, they believe the
province is reluctant because other
parents might then demand the full
Cost.

Indeed, Boone's reply to Thorpe
suggests she is concerned about
funding the entire cost.

“Lovaas treatment is estimated to
cost between $40,000 and $50.000 per
year. If we were to da that for every
child, then it would be about $43.2
million,” said Boone. "Those are de-
cisions, as I said, that the ministry
has not vet chosen to make. We will
be looking at bringing in an array
of services. Lovaas may be one of
them; there may be others as well.”

Rodrigues points out intensive
lovaas treatment is generally nnly
required for approximately two
vears, after which it is scaled back
or in many cases ceases altogether
and the symptoms disappear. And
she points out the costs are recov-
ered many times over during the
rest of that child's life when symp-
toms are reduced or eliminated.







