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Minister confirms autism treatment won't be funded

By BAURICE SMITH
Penticton Herald

Seven raonths after fonding for treat-
ment of her autistic son was cut off,
Penticton mother Barbara Rodrigues
received 2 letter from the minister of
children and families reinforcing the
fact that the ministry will not fmd her
treatment cholce, )

Rodrigies turned to the Lovaas
autism treatment program last year af
ter she watched the oondifion of her son,
five-year-oid Jeremy, deferiorate in the
povernnert-finded programs she con-
siders Hitle more than babysitfing.

Inittally, funding contimued. The
provinoe funded 2 o %5 per cent of the

cost, or about $1,000 per month. Bat af-
ter a Lower Mainland parent sted the
government for full funding, the Incal
office cut the Redrigues family off.

Rodrigues and hushamd Joe have
paid the full cost of treatment simee.

In a recent letter from Minister Lois
Boome, Rodrignes was fold the ministey
could only offer funding for govern-
ment-approved programs. Rodrigaes
was dso told fhe ministry could not
comment on it policy regarding
Lowvaas due to the court action.

Mow the Rodrigzes’ are hoping
Hancy Bell of
Commission, who is conduehing an ex-
ternad review, will overturn: the min-
istrw's position. The family has re-

the Children’s

ceived o word on when that review
might he completed,
This week, Barbara Rodrigues alse

 arked her 1008 day on the picket line

in protest of the ministry’s posiion.
Rodrigues, who initiafly picketed var
jous government offices primarily on

“her owm, is now carrying a sign for an

hour 2 day in front of the micistry of-
fice on Carmi Avenue.

Reeently, she sent information pack-
ages to a1l MLAs, And this wesk, shie
forwarded the packages to every NDP
constituency asseciation in B.C.

Jeremy, mesmwhile, contimoes {o
make progress after ahmost a vear in the

Lowaas prograzn, which involves at Jeast

40 howrs & week of therapy in his home,

Before Lovaas, he lacked comomunica-
tiem skifls and empathy, had several
fandrums a day and rarely slept through
fhe night In the government-funded
child-care setting, be was ohlivious to the
children around him, Redrigues said.

How, he is communicating, begin-
ning fo notice other chikdren and even
interact, she said. “He is noticing tittle
Kids more, At the store, e Jocked at a
little gir} and there was a big smile. It's
a major hreakﬂunugh

“We are winning the hatfle with
him,” she added. “It's just the govern-
ment where we are Dol making
progress. That’s why [ siay onf theve
every day. They are aware of my plight,
but they are just ighoring me.”




