| fundmg _
 “Idon't know w hy we are bemg punzshed fur _
- helping ouf child,” satd the Penticton mother,

! Penticton mother swears

by alternative treatment"
 for her autistic son, but.
' province won’t pay for it
“while new plan for. autlsm
treatment is hemg studled__

By no NNAHENNINGSON -

Pentmten Herﬂld R

5 'r""farbala Rodrlgue% ﬂa?S the DI‘O‘ ine:

- for the actions of ether parénts who -
" are takmg the prma ince to court over

. “T told o social v.orker the government | has

' __Pvais-tr:;r for Children and Famihee efflce re
| “eently, and walked the sidewalk-in front of -
. Penticton's Cherry Line Shoppmg Centre 10

' nothing to offer me 4t this point, but money

* Rodrigues wds picketing the Kelowna -

* raise-awarcness of her-plight.”

| three months, 2 Tovaak {rainer analyses .
progt E’Sb and fme tunes the stepe

'treatments such as the Lovaas: method better

: “Until a month ago, the Mlms‘a'y fer Chlldren :

: and Families (MCEF) was giving families like -~
- the Radrigueses $1,000:a month for what the
. ‘mmlstrj, called “in-hotie day: carg™.
- The mmmm helps pay for day care d]ready -
. available in the communlty and siich support '
“ . as behaviour consultants, speech language :
W orkers and occupatmnal therapists.

But some families have decided alternatwe :

meet their children's needs
In Ji Bremy’s case, Rodrlguee L-.aye ehe hae lc -
térs from. his pEdIB.IIICld’Il and family physi-

+ cian slaling the ‘L't'eatment is:a. preferable alter-. -
C native forhim.. -
- The $1,000 a]loeatmn isa quarter et‘ the -
u $4 000 a. monthi the Rodrigueses are paying to
. Have:Jeremy- undergo the behaw iour mcid,!i‘l

tion program.

+ Almost a year ago, the Rodmgues started ex-
- herfmenting with the Lovaas: autlsm_tr_eat T
. ment out of Los Angeles. Five months ago, =
- they began the treatment in earnest I‘t doesn’t o
|- come cheap.

Tovaas will cost the. eouple a mlnlmum of

$40 000 & year. Currently, Lovaas tralners are -

all based in-‘the United States.”

.. Barbara Redrigues.and: ‘hree Pentmton stu "

den‘ce riceived training in‘the technigue, .
. which. involves intensive monitoring of her
- sofi Jéremy’s actions 36 hours 4 week, EVEI"}

¥ is perializing her and. her-autistic oM.

k -hlS fa]l, what seemed hke a werkable fund

g arrangement with MCE fell apatt,”

11 two cases unielated to the Rodrigues sto-
‘tHe-gavernmerit faced lawsuils from Lower

Cth
oo Mamland families sécking fun&mg for Loveas
- “and other alternative treatments. <~ Lol
“ The province has withdrawn fundlng

AL tl:ue point i time; provinsial bodies. are

_meetlng w1th autlsm lepr88entatlvee ahout an:
- overall plan for everyone in the province that -

s 1o be tabled later-on in-the fall” said MCF -
iianager Daug Hughes, “At this point ity -

time, we, do.not have autharity to do. individu- © |
;-ahzed funding forLovaas freatment.”: © -
A Surrey, Mlcllelle Auton is taking the gov- .

rivmet to court in a clags-action suit on be-’

] ha]f ef 120 B.C: famﬂles The Rﬂdr:guesee are

o proven:to be the hest treatment for autism. 011'
“that basis, she claims it should be mandatory
and the province should pay for it. -

* Thie Autistic Society of B.C.’says Low aaslls

. _hut one of several foris of treéatment that ma}'
* be right for achild. The pmblem isa lengthy i
G .waltmg Izst for even generlc eeﬁ ices 111 a eom ;
CLmunltys v

H“Thesis fEihllll&S are rea}]y deeper'ate said

program director Deborah Pugh, “They are ™ -+
~faced wherever they go with a wait list, or

treatment mapprepriate for the autlsm spec-

- tru'm

“The tendencs is to: slot autlsm into spema]

C needs said Pugh, and send a child to the .
~neéighbourheod special fiveds day care ‘Tegard-.
“less of whether or net etaff are tramed for o
eutlsm : E
T fPm. not say mg k1ds should go to a segrevat
“lpd eltuatlon,” sald Pugh. “But theyshould go-
'to-d 'situation where staﬂ can oft"er a meanmg
- ful ‘Progiant®
- A sipall- sca]e si.metured progt‘am Tmth v1eu
fooal symbols, that walks a child carefully -
# threugh da]ly act1v1t1oe has a gaod chance of
s,

naking i

- 4T takas alotiof -tralnmg, ehe said: “Ynu

- can't expect a tieighbotirhood day carg to ' "

KAswW how to do-that.

' SIn‘rdy-experience a lot of famlhes come to
. éomplaining they were hever rade e,ware -
 of the programs Ewallable o chﬂdren on the
- aufism, spectrum "said Pugh

~Lovaas-ig not for averyone,. Pugh pomted

ouL; Sume do Well gthers don't,

e Would like the gpvernment to 100k at -

vidually regarding funding, if they

- ¢an Niake 3 caso-and show:some data, such as |
that there 18 increased language use or de

1 _.per tantrume T
I See also LOVAASIpage Aa




