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Mom pickets
for funding
to treat son
with autism -

B Woman prossures
province to change its
mind about refusing

to pay for prograin she
says Is boy's only hope

" By MAURICE SMITH
Penficton Herald

Barbara Rodrigues and 2 group of
sipporters of her drive to secure fund:
ing for her autistic son pickeied a
meeting of Minlstry of Children and

"Familes' community living services
| laat night.

Rodiigues has teen denled finding

.' from the proviuce becaues the min-

istry does not approve of the Lovaas
tragtnent she says (s the only hopefor

¢ faurarearcld Jevemy,

While the local oifice has cut her
funding, she sald other parents i1 the
Lowar Maintand continue to receive
funding evan though they heve alko
gtartad the Lovass progrant,

Rodriguss and hor husband, Jos,
t have pald for the trestment them-

golves for 10 months, fhough they are
finding It inbreasingly difficqlt ¢ do
g0. The cauple recently sold thelr
camper due to fhe ongoing costs.

Rotrignas also confinues to ploket
%heut an hour a day at minletry of

TR _

- "Thare {3210 point. ik me attending
the mestmgz hecause they refuse to an-
swar my letters,” suid Rodrignes of
Jagt night's meating, "They refuse be
cause the Children's Commisaion is
now involved and Is investigating thia
regional office.” :

She =sald she Is pleased the
Children's Commission has agreed o
investigase, but still feala she must
pregsure the province. _

u{ dust went people to regtizs fut we
ars zi withovt funding and that we
atill need this treatnent, Jeremy hag
a right to grow up and have a happy
Mfe, have a ralationship, drive & car
and bave a iob, This govermment ia
steading that right while 8 small per.

. centage of people are still receiving

funding.”
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Rodrigues pelleves she is being pun-
ished for opening admitting she is
pursuing the Lovaas program rather
than acespting the money without
specifying what progrem she is using,

“They want to put us back on the
government approved programs
whiich, do nething to help Jeremy, This
1s 1y way of meking 3 sland and again
letting them know that Jeremy’s voice
still needs to be heard.”

The province had Amded 20 to 25 par
. pant of the cost of treabnent, o about
i $1,000 per month. Funding was cut off

after a Surrey family launched a law-
. sult sesking full funding for the
. Loyaszs progpem, :
| Censdian governments kave bgen

glow o recagnize the Lovags program,
| which was developad by Ivar Lovaas
' at UCLA and is only tanght in the T.5.
v Jeremy lacked ecommunicatizn
 gkills and only regressed with other
! programe hafore he wes snrolled 1o
i Lovaas, He rarely sicpt throngh the
- night and hag several fantrums &

The intensive Lovazs i:rogram in-

volves at legst 40 howrs & wesh of ther-

apy. Activities are broken down to
their smellast tasks and taught as 2
foundation for more advancad leam.

Lig.

Jersmy continues 1o show improve

ment, Rodrtipgues said. Whils g tack of
empathy is common for sutistie ¢hil-
dren, Rodrignes sald Jevemy for the
first time showed concern for he feel-
Ings two wesks 5go when she dropped
& wuter hottle on hey foot,
- “Ha came o me and put his armg
ground my neck and rested his head
on my ghoulder,” she said. “ITe is be-
coming aware of the world around
him ang othaer people's faelings.”



