B.C. government yet
to endorse treatment
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Autistic children are eapecially
sersitive to everything around them.

What they fonch, ses, hear and
smell can send them info a spiral ata
moment’s motioe,
" It's a neurnlogical disorder with no
known cure. But behaviour can be
dramatically altered if diagnosed in
the first three yesrs.

To an autistic child, what people
say and do make Hitle sense, Much of
thelr acting out is from frustration
at being unable to communicate with
or understand others.

They spin objects and do other
repetitive actions fo comfort them-
!l.'l‘-'ﬁ.

"Linte kids usually point and pos-
fure and explore things,” Barbara
Rodrigues, parent of an aontstie child,
explained. *They want to interact,
and are curlons. An autistic child
does none of that,”

Treatmeni generally means gradu-
ally re-introducing the child to ob-
jects and other people.

By doing so, the child builds & vo-
cabulary and social  skills.
E:aming oneselfl tends to happen

L

What makes the Lovans treatmment
unfque is its intensity, The treatment
is named for the work of Dr. Q. Ivar
Lovaas of the University of
Callfornia, in the 1960s.

Every action is broken down into
smaller steps and presented in a very
specific manner, The problem - is
Imowing just when snd how 1o rein
foree @ child's efforts,

“It's a science of minor detail, this."
explained Rodrigues.

The Rodrigues’ are one of seversl
families who have formed Familiss
for Early Autism Treatment (FEAT)

Thelr goal i o hive every B.C. tod-
dler tested for autism. They also want
the province to fund Loveas as the
meet scientifically proven treatment
for autism.

Spokesperson  Dr.  Sabrina
Freeman, a social psychologist, says
there & “no treatment for children
who have autism in B.C"

She claims 63 lcansed B.C. psychi-
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Barbara Rodrigues picketed the
Kalowna Minletry for Childran and
Famllies office and walked the slde-
walk in front of Penticton’s Cherry
Lana Shepping Centre, to try and
raise awareness of her plight.

atrists have endorsed Lovaas as a
treatment that should be paid for by
the province. In the pas!, FEAT has
presenied 8,200 petition signatures to
the B.C. legislatre,

The organization has formed the
Auitisim Education Society in an ef
fort to rakse $1 million to start a trakn-

ing program at the University of |

British Columbia.

FEAT iz al=no calling on pediatri-
clans and other medical authorities
to use a 10minute Checklist for
Autism and Toddlers they say iden:
fifies autism.



