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B.C. parents of autistic children have found help in the
form of an intensive onc-on-one therapy program —
the down side is that they have to pay for it.
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Hes in the recreatinn
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ring |osdy 10 tell her |:I{|n.

It looks lie @ sumpde game
botween a child and his
::;hp..nn_ Tat the resliny i
quite dilferent, _'.-I'.hi' £
aitistie, Damnnenhold i a
therapist with specialized
skllls and rhe game he is
playing helps language de
webopmenl

Ihais s st omie semall part
of an imensive therapy pro
pram Jozy has been gerting
il haee o thse past vear It's
called the Lovaid mmethod of
applied behaveonr analysis
The KEiers — along with
aboaa 130 other BUC. Gaimzlics
wrizh auistic childeen — are
payimg for it themselvis

o get Liwaas therapy for
thrir children. each lamily

ekt bime g LF5 -praimed com-
sultand 1o help implememt
ihe program and provide
|1||!|_1| I assEREmMEnTS.
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D 0. Ivar Lovaas, of the
Undwersicy of California at
Lox Angeles, reporied un
précedented resalts [or
'|-\.IIJIE children with autism
i B, adter treating them in
i infemsive progian

The siudy Foand that of 12
e boal-aged children
whn gof 40 hours o week of
one-to-ane belavioural
treatment, 47 per cenl
wirtald later saccessiully
oumplete Grade 1 and ofain
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Kier, says he widd 10 g6 ¢2
tremely upsct if anything
wag moved in their homs
Carrving on normal activ-
Lie= was improssibihe @ times

"1 fomldn't vacuumm be-
cause be'd scream, If the
bty cries, he'd ory” Kier re-
call=

ey was offen ostrac e
by peers as the “weind kid®
because he wourld some
LEmES pace i circles and
flap his kand=

He didnr enowe how Eo i
teract socially Kier wave he
wolld memoroee books and
try to commianicdie with
people by reciting them.
Haowneyver, if vou asked him a
question there would be no
respHInSe.

“Where Joshy is now is
mot where he srarted. The
Limvacis e Eales. cveTy
thing we do in life and
bireaks it doven B 115 amadl
el component and teaches
a child.” ske says
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b i deess, how i talk

how to oo il ihe mable, how
o pla. Everythimg vou seea
twprical child dodng am autis
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Lovass fs the oaly treal
mient prograrm (hat has been
sckentifically proven to
bring positlve results For
familbes, says Sabrina Free
mun, whe founded Famdles
for Early Aatism Treatmerit
ol BOCIFEAT L A class ac-
tiom brwwuit was filed Friday
tor et the poverament o
prrovviche the intensive Lovaas
ikerapy for B chilidren

Says Freeman: “We have a
tan-teer Bealih cane sesiem,
The wery rich can afford the
B rapy arsd the middle ¢lass
beg, borrow and steal ™
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Dealing with autism

minisiry requesting the Lo
vaas program. Bur Pasieka
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the high cost of therapy bor
every [amily that requests it
She added that the aunlseey
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At thie moment, families
with children with autism
can apply for belp, such as
respite care, under the Com
marify Living prosiram. B
thi maxinswm the ministry
pays to @ lamily under the

At Home® program is
SLE a yedr.



