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Autistic child
lost in social

services shuffle

Mike Skinmer bs desperaely irving to gel
his cksughter, Ashley, the ntensive therapy |
she requires for atism. Bl the provincial |
povernment doesn't provide funding. Here,
Skinner shares his familys story:

£ ﬂ 1l parenis wha
receive word
that there is

someihin wWiong
with their :ﬁild X
rienee fear and griel
But a diagnosis af
Fiatiim sedms, com-
maonly, 1o produce an
overwhelming degres
o devastation, confp-
;innl. anxiery amd
opeless e
“Axhley, our beaui-
ful ithree-and-a-half-
ear-old girl, with
oldilocks hair and
blue eves, the seem-
perfect baby, was
diagnosed with
mutism spectrum dis-
arder at the age of
LWL
"W were lucky o
have received ol
carly diagnosis be-
cang= it ig a known
fact thar children with
autism have the best
chance ol learning
lasnguage if they re-
ocenve miense carly in-
werventien before the
apge of four
“Maddeningly, Ash-
ley will soon b fur
and we are still waat-

i for dtmmwhw
SETVECUS L Ashley

maElL an imben-
dive early-interven-

L 1% farely

“Becaise our social
warker ieft her iob,
Axhley was [orgotien
and was nocver fe.
ferred to the Infans
Development Fro-
gram, We were not
witsFted by e cormami-
mity health murse. 'We
were shaffled xmong
four spedch thera-
pists, and there was
minimal progress in
Ashley's language de-

“Ti toavk mennths 16
sec our pediarricism
anad six months £ re-
eeive the “offleial™ di-

is a1 Children's

Hospital. Other sor
vicea wi reccived
herve been a Band-Add
on I!E:rin g wotnd
that feels s if it will
reever heal.

“Auttem b regarded
F i |]|l_' MEIET SCVETT l\.‘lE
velopmental disorder
The siwans SYEMpLoms
o wu e are & Lick of
social skl [this does-
Bt mean good table
manners — |1 can be
w0 severe Lt there is
nio interesl in others |
and del im, or Back
|ok .-.'peeg‘
“Aastism is Kifc
bzt each pereon is dir-
ferent, with abililies
“”i-i.“m':mm no
speech i ag
ment of a Fhi

“The moxt tmpor-

tani micrveniion in
anitism is earky mmd in-
tensive specialized ed-
ucathon that sddsesses
bath e cormmiunica
tien and behaviourd
parts of the disorder,
[ntensive long-lerng
bebavioural Ereadment
has been proven o
enhance inlellactual
academilc, social and
ematinnil functicnin
inchildren wi1
wutism.

“LUrmeneky, W -
ents have (o become
pvernigh experts. do-
ing our own rescanch
and evaluating irecal
meni modakities. (1
never knew thewe
ierms exlsved ' » We
have to find and fusd

o gwn consullants

iwls

“Unfortunstely,

amamy familics canfss
AT 1oy ['a:hﬁrhh
PROErams, MO
about $3.000 10
mani and $500
§2.000 a momth ta
malneakn

“We must [i o
e dﬁmgf.:nu
| g o o hisniey
snd our ather chil
dren, earndng a livieg
and trying nol o
break down io the
preseios of ofhers. Al
of this, mized i with
leeploss nights, anxi-
ety and frustration.
| s that ser-
wices for autistic chal-
dren in B need radi-
cad et

“Applied behawdoar
analysl4 s ercating &
pmmli:'in future for
many children with
agitiam and prodocing
fll rerovery for some,
And yet, bwo years al-
oer e dingrosis, our
beautbul Ashley still
cann speak a ward
because wi canmo af-
fiopd fiar this sis
entifically praven
Lread ETiE

“I's a sad day wheti

wernmenl decldes
e come before
gociely's most whlu-
able assel, war chil-
dren”



