LOWER MAINLAND. T11E VANCOUVER SUN. SATUKDAY. AUGUST IS o8BS

Parents of autistic child launch class action

A sult filed in B.C, Suprems:
Court on hehalf of 130
families seeks funding for
a specific form of therapy.

EIM FEMBERTINS
VANCOLWER SUN

The family of a Mve-year-old
autistic boy launched a class
action suit Friday against the
provincial government for oot
paying for an intensive therapy
program for children with an
autism trum disorder.

The suit was filed by Michelle
Auton on behalf of her five-
yvear-old son Connor and all
children in B.C. with sutism

whose requests for funding for
the Lovaas Autism Treatment
have been fejected by povern-

ment.

The statement of claim, filed
in B.C. Suprems Court, statés
autism is believed to be a new-
rological disorder that inter-
feres with ihe normal develop-
ment of the brain in the area of
reazon, social interaction and
communication ikills.

Ir's usually around the age of
18 months to two years when
arents start o in

age development Bt
cial interaction in their child.
Children with the disorder typ-
scally have little or no language

and may engage in repelitive
behaviours such as clapping.

flapping, rocking or sway-

hand

i

Tﬁr therapy the Autons and
aboast 130 -ulﬁﬂ' families in B
have been paying for privately is
a form of "behaviowr modilics

thm'lhlmdrwlog:d i,
O, Ivar Lovaas of the nLlem
of California in Los Angeles. It

by entails 40 howrs 3 week
of individualized instroction finr
thie child and breaks down every
life task fnito ks smallest compo-
nents to help a child lesrn, said
Cabrina Freemamn, of FEAT (Fam-
ﬁrsﬁurE.nhrﬂ.m:iunTmlmﬂ]

B

She sald this is the only sclen-
thiikcally proven therapy 1o work
for enmie children with sutism

The statement of claim fled
Friday by Auton states thai
wilhoul Lovaas Autism Treal
ment, the prognosis for a child
wilh autism is extremely mr.

“The child is not able 1o break
out of the isolation created by
the inability to communicate,
and the repetitive, stereotyped
behaviours berome dominant .,
Autistic persons have & normal
life expectancy, snd, beft unireat-
ed, may confinue 10 require life-
m:.lprniwd care, al conskl-

public expense.” the claim
dlates

“Successiully treated, many
of the behaviours associated
with autism can be eliminated,
even Lo the point where the
child loses the diagnosis.”

Freeman estimates the cost of
Flrm'i:lml: the therapy can run

it S30000 ta S0, afifii-
ally. The plaintiffs are seelang a
declaration that the denial of
funding by the minister of health
for the Lovaas Autism Treat-
ment i in viclaton of the Cana-
da Health Act, the Madicare Pro-
tection Act and the Canadian
Charter of Rights, for discrimi-
nating in the delivery of health
services on the basis of mental
disahility



